
Thomas Norwood Taylor
(June 14, 1938 – April 28, 2016)



Background

Education
B.A. Miami University (Ohio), 1960
Ph.D. University of Illinois, 1964
Post Doc. Yale University, 1964-65

Academic Positions
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, 1965-1972
Ohio University, 1972-1974
The Ohio State University, 1974-1995 (Chair)
The University of Kansas, 1995-2016 (Chair)

Visiting Professorships
University of Texas (1978)
University of Alberta (1984)
Westfälische Wilhelms Universität (1994, 1996)



With Mom, Velma





Early Field Work

Tom, second from left
with Wilson and Mary

Liz Stewart

Tom, second from right
with David Dilcher, and Don Eggert



Productivity, Breadth, Innovation, Rigor

468 peer reviewed  papers 

Three Editions of Paleobotany Text Books

First Paleomycology Text Book

Progression of Research Innovation

Morphology & Anatomy

Pollen & Spores

Scanning Electron Microscopy

Transmission Electron Microscopy

Fossil Fungi 

Organismal Interactions

Antarctic Paleobotany



Coal Ball Paleobotany



Mentorship

Master of Science:

Gar W. Rothwell 1969
Sheila Brack 1969
Lydia Bohorquez 1970
Charles W. Good 1970
Ruth A. Stockey 1974
Andrew J. DiLiddo 1976
James E. Mickle 1978
Edith L. Smoot 1978
Cynthia A. Wagner 1978
Wilson A. Taylor 1984
Juan Garcia-Massini 2004

Doctor of Philosophy:

Sheila D. Hanes 1975 (Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, Florida)
Michael A. Millay 1976 (Ohio University)
Ruth A. Stockey 1977 ( Oregon State University)
Edith L. Smoot 1983 (University of Kansas)
Michael A. Cichan 1984 (deceased)
Kathleen B. Pigg 1988 (Arizona State University)
Wilson A. Taylor 1989 (University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire)
Jeffrey M. Osborn 1991 (College of New Jersey)
Xuanli Yao 1994 (University of San Francisco)
Lisa D. Boucher 1995 (University of Texas)
Brian J. Axsmith 1998 (University of South Alabama)
Carlie Phipps 2000 (SUNY - Institute of Technology)
A. Schwendemann 2011 (Lander University)
Carla J. Harper 2015

(Bayerische Staatssammlung für Paläontologie und Geologie)





Teaching in the field

Bob Dennis, 
Sheila Brack-Hanes
Tom Taylor
Don Eggert







Mentorship

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS:

Dr. Michael A. Millay (University of Illinois) 1975-1979; Dr. Coleman R. Robison (University of Montana)
1976-1977; Dr. Charles P. Daghlian (University of Texas) 1978; Dr. Bruce E. Serlin (University of Texas)
1981; Dr. Sara P. Stubblefield (Ohio University) 1981-1985; Dr. Tim Jefferson (Cambridge University,
England) 1982-1983; Dr. James F. White, Jr. (University of Texas) 1987-1989; Dr. Michael J. Farabee
(University of Oklahoma) 1987-1989; Dr. Georgina del Fueyo (Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina)
1992-1994; Dr. Michael Zavada, (University of Connecticut) 1985-1987; Dr. Edith L. Smoot, (Hope College,
Holland, Michigan) 1986; Dr. Brigitte Meyer-Berthaud (Université des Sciences et Techniques du
Languedoc, Montpellier, France) 1988,1990, 1993; Dr. N. Ruben Cúneo (CONICET, Buenos Aires,
Argentina) 1990-1991; Dr. Robert Shaw (Exploration and Development Research Center, Taiwan) 1991-
1992; Dr. Masood Khan (Lahore, Pakistan) 1992-1993; Dr. Ana Archangelsky (Museo Paleontológico,
Trelew, Argentina) 1997-1998; Dr. Brian J. Axsmith (University of Kansas) 1998-1999; Dr. Michael Krings
(Westfälische Wilhelms Universität, Münster, Germany) 1999-2001, 2001-2002; Dr. Sharon Klavins
(Southern Illinois University) 1999-2002; Dr. Wolfram Kurschner (University of Utrecht, The Netherlands)
2000; Dr. Elizabeth J. Hermsen (Cornell University) 2005-2008; Dr. Ignacio Escapa (Museo Paleontológico,
Trelew, Argentina) 2008-2010; Dr. Anne-Laure Decombeix (Université des Sciences et Techniques du
Languedoc, Montpellier, France) 2008-2012; Dr. Benjamin Bomfleur (Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität
Münster, Münster, Germany) 2010-2013; Dr. Andrew B. Schwendemann (Lander University) 2011-2012;
Dr. Carla J. Harper (Bayerische Staatssammlung für Paläontologie und Geologie) 2015.



Collaboration

VISITING SCIENTISTS:

Dr. Alicia M. Baldoni (CIRGEO, Buenos Aires, Argentina) 1982; Dr. Theodore Delevoryas
(University of Texas) 1980; Dr. Andrew C. Scott (University of London) 1981; Dr. Barry A. 
Thomas (Goldsmiths College, London) 1981; Dr. Kenneth L. Alvin (Imperial College, London) 
1982; Dr. Charles E. Miller (Ohio University) 1983; Dr. Sergio Archangelsky (Universidad de 
Buenos Aires) 1984-1985, 1986, 1987, 1992; Dr. Sara P.Stubblefield (Research Associate) 
1985-1988; Dr. Geoffrey Creber (University of London) 1987; Dr. YaoZhaoqi (Nanjing 
Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Nanjing, China) 1986; Dr. Jean Galtier (Universitédes 
Sciences et Techniques du Languedoc, Montpellier, France, University Distinguished
Professor) 1993,2006; Dr. Ina Dobruskina (Department of Geology, Hebrew University, 
University Distinguished Professor)1993; Dr. Hans Kerp (Westfälische Wilhelms Universität, 
Münster, Germany) 2000; Dr. N. Ruben Cúneo(CONICET, Buenos Aires, Argentina) 2001, 
2009, 2013; Dr. Michael Krings (Westfälische WilhelmsUniversität, Münster, Germany) 2003, 
2004, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 (several months);Dr. Ignacio Escapa 
(Museo Paleontológico, Trelew, Argentina) 2013, 2014, 2015; Dr. Anne-LaureDecombeix
(Université des Sciences et Techniques du Languedoc, Montpellier, France) 2013, 2014, 
2015;Dr. Benjamin Bomfleur (Westfälische WilhelmsUniversität Münster, Münster, 
Germany) 2014; Dr. Carla J.Harper (Bayerische Staatssammlung für Paläontologie und 
Geologie) 2015.





Sergio Archangelsky

The Argentine Connection



Asado

1985





The German Collaboration

Alexander von Humboldt Senior Research Award. 1994-96

Rhynie Chert with W. Remy

H. Hass, H. Kerp, and M. Krings



The Antarctic Agenda



James M. (Jim) Schopf
USGS Coal Geology Lab, 
The Ohio State University

Permian, Triassic & Jurassic chert and compression floras





With John Isbell & 
Ruben Cuneo



Antarctica – The First Trip, 1986













Buildinng the Discipline











A tribute to Tom Taylor



Tom as the poet















Paleobotanical Banquet 2015

In the 1970s Tom Taylor began composing poems for his students, 
particularly when they needed a bit of a pep-up.  Ruth Stockey never 
received one of those coveted poems, until the 2015 Ruth Roast in 

Edmonton, where TNT presented this poem for her.









Awards and Honors

Paleobotanical Section of the Botanical Society of America Award 
for Contributions to Paleobotany (2012)

National Academy of Sciences (Elected 1994)
National Science Board (2006-2012)
Centennial Award - Botanical Society of America (2006)
Higuchi/Endowment Research Achievement Award 

in the Basic Sciences in the State of Kansas (1998)
Service award from the VII International Organization of Palaeobotany Conference (2004)
Millennium Medal - Cell Biology and Evolutionary Micropaleontological Institute, 

University of Szeged, Hungary (2000)
Alexander von Humboldt Senior Research Award (1994-1996)
Birbal Sahni Centenary Medal in Paleobotany, Lucknow, India (1992)
Honorary Associate - The Cleveland Museum of Natural History (1992-2012)
Distinguished Teaching Award - College of Arts and Sciences, 

The Ohio State University (1989)
Distinguished Scholar Award - The Ohio State University (1989)
Merit Award - Botanical Society of America (1987)



So long Tom, we’ll miss you!


